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Following Jesus

Thriving in Community

Healing the World

Bishop Sandra K. Olewin | District Superintendent Rev. Mike Harrell 

  Pastor Tom Cota
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November BIRTHDAYS

16 Genevieve Vang
16 Louise Weitze
19 Wayne Smith
29 Marissa Vang

October  Birthdays

 Ellen Felice, Ian Xiong (Dad Som holding cupcake),
 Joline Hibbert (Glenda Ott), Chamee Yang, 

Aiden Vang,  Kristina Yang (Tracy Yang)
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The 95th annual Turkey Dinner is in 
the books and is was a success. The 
total profit isn’t in yet so please wait 
for further updates on that. 

I want to thank everyone who helped 
me make this years dinner so great. 
Tracy Yang and her crew along with 
the Key Club from Oroville and Las 
Plumas High Schools. I am truly 
blessed to have such great support. 
                          
 Blessings 
 Erin Buis
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2025 WINTER SUPPLEMENT 
WILL INCLUDE MORE 

PHOTOS FROM:

• Joline’s Farewell
• Pastor Appreciation Day
• Turkey Dinner
• Hmong New Year Festival
• Parking lot project
• Christmas baskets

If you have photos from the following events and would like to share them, 
send them to the Church email(orovilleumc45@gmail.com) or give the to 

Jeremy

Watch For it next month!!!!!!
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95th Annual Turkey Dinner
A wonderful dinner.   
Looking forward to the 
96th Turkey Dinner!
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Joline

Joline’s information
2500 Donovan Ave.

Bellinghan, WA 98225
360 255 3893

jhibbert@shastamail.com
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Christmas Baskets

The Stewardship Team will be doing 

Christmas Baskets for the Christmas 

Season once again this year.  This 

will be a fundraiser for the Church.   

The Christmas Basket Drawing will 

be held on Sunday December 21st 

after Church at 12PM.  See Randy 

Fowler for tickets.

Thank you
Stewardship Team
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Pastor Tom
In infinite wisdom the Lord surely 
knew that we would meed a 
pastor as faithful as you.

A love of God’s word and a heart
for his flock, you give of yourself
and you stand on the rock.

We appreciate everything you do
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https://krcrtv.com/archive/thousands-
attend-oroville-hmong-new-year-festival
OROVILLE, Calif. - Thousands of people 
descended on Oroville this weekend for the 
Oroville Hmong New Year Festival at the Nelson 
Sports Park.
The annual event draws people from up and down 
California and from as far away as Michigan and 
North Carolina.
Booths offered toys and traditional clothing.
Hmong food was also a main attraction with 
barbeque pits and bubble tea.
Many in attendance also donned traditional garb 
for the biggest Hmong New Year celebration north 
of Sacramento.
Hmong people first started coming to the U.S. in 
1975 and events like this help to keep their culture 
alive and strong.
"For 38 years we have still maintained our culture 
and our annual celebration without letting it go," 
said Ted Vang with the Oroville Hmong New Year 
Festival. "And us, the younger generation like 
myself who are serving our community throughout 
California, want to be sure that we keep the 
traditional for a long long time and at the same 
time learn and adapt to the American culture."
Vang also says that everyone, young and old, 
prepares throughout the year for the new year 
celebration, because it's so important to the 
community.
The event has become a huge money maker for 
the City of Oroville as well, packing hotels and 
stimulating business.
For that reason, city leaders have reduced the cost 
of renting out the Nelson Sports Park, and have 
helped in other ways as well.
All proceeds from the festival go back to the 
Hmong community in Butte County.

2025-2026
HMONG NEW YEAR’S 

FESTIVAL
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Co-operating Christan Churches News
 CCCO NEWS
The Cooperative Christian Churches have begun meeting for the 
2025 to 2026 year.
The scheduled activities are as follows:
Pulpit Exchange is scheduled for January 18th.
Pancake Breakfast (to benefit the hunger walk) Feb 7th or 21st at 
Trinity Presbyterian $10 for adults and $5 for children.
Hunger Walk is scheduled for March 14, 2026
Good Friday Service will be April 3, 2026 from 12 to 2 at First 
Congregational Church
Unity Service May 14, 2026. The place and time to be determined.

Please remember the cooperating Christian churches meet on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month at 12:00 (Sept to April) at various 
churches.
Everyone is welcome to attend!
Janet Short
UMC representative for the CCCO
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Just a friendly little nudge! If you accidentally trigger 
the alarm at church, make sure to ring the number 
on that handy paper next to the alarm panel and 

give Accularm a heads-up that you’re at church and 
hit the panic button. If the alarm goes off and no 

one calls, Accularm starts dialing up our church crew 
to spread the alarm news. Lately, our heroes Jim 
Webster or Micah Buis have been on the scene to 

save the day and check things out, so we don’t end 
up footing the bill for a police visit to a non-
emergency. Let’s keep it smooth and simple!

Alarming Info
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2025 Ross-Harmon Educator of the Year

2025 Ross-Harmon Educator of the Year Honorees and. those
who took the time to nominate them.

2025 Honorees
Oroville Union High School District 

Keely Fraizer    Mary Lynch
Sammy Burnett Angelina Navarro      

Oroville City Elementary  School District 
Carlota Diaz Brianna Stanley

Palermo Union Elementary School District 
Tami Wood

Stream Charter School
Kelly Thao

Special Honorees 
Gail Leonard         April Boling (not pictured)
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CHURCH WINDOW
 

          Recently Doug Krause shared a bit of history with John and I that we want 
to pass on to all of you.  It is in regards to the beautiful stained glass window that 

is in the north end of the social hall.  This is a verbatim account of what Doug 
stated in writing.         

            The following is word for word from the history of George C. Perkins:
Perkins gave the inspiring Christ window to the Methodist congregation when its 
members built a new church at the corner of Robinson and Lincoln Streets in 
1910.
            A portion of the window is now ensconced in the social hall of the new 
church which is located on Acacia Avenue.  
            I asked Doug about the reference to a “portion of the window”.  He said he 
believed it had been wider with more scenery.  We speculated that, perhaps, part 
of the window had gotten damaged or broken in the moving process.
            We truly appreciate Doug sharing this information with us.  If anyone can 
shed further light on the matter, please let us know.
                                                                                    Margaret Brown
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1.We are looking for people to help serve during coffee hour or greet people entering our 
church. There is a sign up sheet in the back that you can sign up with or you can see Alma 
Short for more information. 

2. We are still collecting recyclables for the Heifer project. You can bring them to church 
and give to Micah or Jeremy Buis. See the Golden Feather for more info on the recycling.

3. Church alarm if you accidently set off the alarm please call Accularm right away to notify 
them that it was an accidental alarm.  The number to call is next to each alarm panel.  

4. When turning on the thermostats in the Social Hall make sure “fan” is set to “auto” and 
not “on”.  Also if the heater or air conditioner is on please do leave exterior doors open.  
We do not have the finances to cool the outside world in the summer or heat it in the 
winter.  Let’s stick to just keeping the social hall cool or warm when it’s being used.
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
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1.  We need to take the caps off the plastic bottles 
2.  We need to bag plastic, aluminum, and glass separetly.
3.   Glass can  include wine bottles.
4.   Everything must have CA CRV on it. 
5.   You can drop them off at church or at Nonie & Micah’s house on the carport.
6.    Call Micah at (530) 533-1868 and he will meet you in his driveway when you 
arrive. 

I am so glad not to lose this project that we have been supporting for so many 
years. How exciting it always was to find out how much money we  had collected 
for the year and then what animal we could buy for a family overseas. Thank you  
Jeremy and Micah for taking it on. 
Alma
If we don’t answer when you call just place your recycling next to our 
garbage bins.  Please no milk jugs.  Micah and family

August Recycling
$61.00
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Remember those in our 
church family in need of
 prayers: 

         Prayers for Erin Buis as she is
recovers from her recent surgery 

& is now home & back in church; 
Prayers for Emily Fancher as she was 
recently in Oroville Hospital, but came home 
& is now in Baja CA with her friend Jerry; 
Prayers for Bob & Louise Weitze as Bob 
was recently in Oroville Hospital with a lung 
problem; Prayers for Larry Ott who has not 
been feeling well; Prayers for Joan Azevedo 
as she was recently hospitalized;  Prayers for 
David Dewey as he physically & emotionally 
lets go of his family’s building downtown; 
 Prayers for Gail Leonard’s husband Troy 
as he was in the hospital early October with 
pulmonary hypertension & prayers for his 
roommate Rex, who is very ill; Alma Short 
shared that Joline Hibbert is doing well at 
her daughter’s home but prayers as she gets 
used to living in Bellingham WA with her 
daughter; Prayers for Linda Perry as she is 
moving into an apartment & leaving her 
house, and it is very stressful; Zoua Yang 
asking for prayers for her sister & herself for 
health concerns; Prayers for Chamee & Davi 
Vang for changes in his job; Sue 
Fredericksen asking for prayers for a friend 
of her cousin named Lettie.  She had a 
cancerous tumor removed from her brain & is 
starting chemo;  Glenda Ott asks for prayers 
for Larry’s sister-in-law, who is having 
surgery and for his brother Ron who has 
dementia.  Tyler Yang asks for prayers for his 
sister ‘s health in Minnesota; Sue 
Fredericksen is asking for prayers for the 
daughter of a friend, Misty Miller. Keith 
Felice asks for prayers for a friend who has 
a malignant growth.  Pray for healing; Sue 
Fredericksen asks for prayers for the 
brother of her friend.  His name is Cleve 
Coulter & has found out he has lung cancer; 

Ka Vang asks for prayers for her sister who 
had a heart attack & was in Enloe Hospital & 
also continue to pray for Ka as she has 
shingles; Sue Fredericksen asks for prayers 
for baby Charlee Robin who was born with 
an enlarged heart. Helen Beall asks for 
prayers for her 99-year-old friend who is on 
hospice care;  Prayers for Carol Anderson 
as she cannot drive now due to her 
Parkinson’s disease; Prayers for Linda 
Herrick as she is worried that her eyesight 
may get worse;  Prayers for Sue 
Fredericksen as she seems to be having 
more problems;  Reidun McGrath asks for 
prayers for her 85-year-old sister & also her 
brother as they are both 100 lbs. or less & not 
well;  Gail Leonard asks for prayers for her 
sister Rachel’s husband William.  William 
was diagnosed with skin cancer.  Please 
include prayers for Phinnize & Garret, their 
disabled adult children who depend on them 
for their care; Pastor Tom asks for prayers 
for his friend who had a stroke & is not in 
good shape;  Keith Felice asks for prayers 
for his brother Jerry;  Prayers for Doug 
Bell’s friend in Willows who has been 
diagnosed with prostate cancer; Gail asks for 
prayers for her niece Nicole who was 
recently diagnosed with uterine cancer and is 
facing surgery;  Carol Anderson asks for 
prayers for her brother Steve; Sue 
Fredericksen is asking for prayers for her 
niece Serenity Deliz who has long Covid 
and pulmonary hypertension.  She recently 
found out she is stage 8 of heart failure at 
age 47.  Pray for healing;  Prayers for Susan 
Sharon as she is having vision problems in 
one eye;  Prayers for a friend of Doug Bell’s, 
Roger, who has terminal cancer & is in 
hospice care at home;  Sue Fredericksen’s 
friend Rick is battling cancer & is having 
chemo.  Sue F asks for prayers for Brandi 
Marshall, her daughter-in-law who has MS; 
 Keep 
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Posiah Hayden, Mitchell Kenneth, Nick Butrix, 
Connie Myers, Linda Perry, Wang Her Vang, 
 Pastor Joseph Vang, Derek Cheek, Joan 
Azevedo, Joe & Cathie Mooney, Bill & Sharon 
Cheek and Gail & Troy Leonard.
 
Pray for our military at home & abroad and for 
the families of our missing ones, our POW’s & 
MIA’s who never came home and for those 
suffering from PTSD and are suicidal.  They 
serve, so we can be free.
 
Pray for Peace in the Middle East & all of 
our service personnel who are there to help 
with peacekeeping. 
 
Continue to pray for our overall church 
finances.  We are having a tough time paying 
our bills.  Please continue to help the church 
become debt free!    “You will be enriched in 
every way so that you can be generous on 
every occasion, and through us your generosity 
will result in Thanksgiving to God.”  2 
Corinthians 9:11.
 
JOYS:  Congratulations!! to Nan & Tyler 
Yang who welcomed a baby girl on 
October 5th.  She weighed in at 8 lb & 4 oz. 
and her name is Chelsea.  Tony Bearden 
has a joy that he got to meet with lots of 
family members while in Texas at his 
grandfather's funeral.  Happy Birthday to 
Ellen Felice as she celebrated her 97th!! 
Birthday!!  Patty Bell is joyful that she has 
finished her last sessions for her ankle 
injury.  David Dewey is joyful that he had a 
successful yard sale down at his shop & 
that it is a blessing to live in a country that 
people can express themselves freely!!  It 
is a joy to see all the improvements that 
Jordan Crossing have been making 
around our property!! Thank you!! Another 
joy:  Ka & Shor Vang welcomed their 24th 
grandchild.  Congratulations!!
 

  Keep Erin & Jeremy Buis in 
      your prayers as they deal with 

Jeremy’s fibromyalgia and 
Erin’s chronic back issues and

       multiple  out of town doctor’s 
        visits; Sue Fredericksen asks 

for prayers for  family friend Chuck Kraft 
who has pancreatic cancer;  Gail Leonard 
asks for prayers for her sister-in-law 
Cynthia Gonzalez who is in end stage liver 
disease and is in Hospice Care;  Carol 
Anderson asks for prayers for her friend 
Leanna Felardo;  Patty Bell asks for 
prayers for her friend Becky who has 
lymphoma;  Prayers also for Sue F. as she 
is tolerating her chronic pain and COPD 
and prayers are very much appreciated; the 
Hmong Congregation asks for prayer for 
all those who are ill & need healing;   Ka 
asks for prayers for all to be healthy & 
happy.
 
Prayers for our Pastor Yeu Vang & his 
wife Michelle as Pastor Yeu suffered a 
stroke in October 2024.  Pastor Yeu & 
Michelle have moved to Marysville to 
be close to family & his doctors.   An 
update on Pastor Yeu from John 
Fowler:  He is now walking with the 
help of a walker but still is not 
speaking . Continue to pray for a 
complete recovery for Pastor Yeu.  We 
miss them both!! So please continue to 
pray for a miracle!    
 
Pray for those with ongoing concerns: 
Jeannie Long, Pat Gray, Louise Weitze; 
Wayne Smith; Pastor Chuckua Vang; 
Jeremy & Erin Buis; Steve Ewalt; Nancy 
Jacobsen, Stephanie Couris, Cody 
Fredericksen, Rhylan Fredericksen, Chuck 
& Marie Bailey, Haydon Wyman, Diane 
Becerra, Phil Azevedo, Connie Longshore, 
Frank Johnson,,CoMyers, Linda Perry, 
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DEATHS:  Tony Bearden lost his 
grandfather recently in Texas and is 
concerned about his grandmother who 
had been married for 63 years.  Pray for 
Tony, his grandmother, and all of the 
family as they deal with the loss of his 
grandfather.  Prayers for Linda Perry 
whose ex-husband passed October 14th.  
Prayers for their two sons & wives and 
their six grandchildren.  Prayers for Doug 
Bell’s sister Carol & family upon the 
death of her husband Darryl Brown.   
 
NEW ADDRESS for Joline Hibbert:  
2500 Donovan Ave., Bellingham, WA 
98225;  email:  
jhibbert@shastaemail.com
Phone:  360 255 3893 
 
Sue Fredericksen's new email address 
is suefredericksen@icloud.com. You 
may send any prayer requests intended 
for the prayer chain to her directly or to 
oroumcprayer@gmail.com. 
Additionally, you can reach her via text 
or phone at 530-854-3599, where you 
may also leave a voicemail.
 
NOTE: As you read the above, please 
let us know if there is anyone who 
needs to be removed/added to the 
prayer list or ongoing concerns, 
please email 
orovilleumc45@gmail.com.   

mailto:jhibbert@shastaemail.com
mailto:orovilleumc45@gmail.com


26 of  36November 2025



27 of  36November 2025



28 of  36November 2025



29 of  36November 2025

SUBMITTING ITEMS TO THE GOLDEN FEATHER
An article can be submitted to the Golden Feather  in many ways. 

 Here are a few: in the body of an email and sent to  
orovilleumc45@gmail.com a picture in jpeg form and emailed to address 
above written on a piece of paper and left in the office for  Jeremy Buis if more 
information concerning your article please include the link.
All articles must be submitted on or before the third Sunday of the month. Any 
questions please check with Jeremy Buis.  He will be happy to help you.

SHOWING VIDEOS AT 
CHURCH

There has been a form submitted so 
we will be able to show videos on the 
church site.  If this form was not 
submitted there would be a strong 
fine for showing videos without the 
form.

By having this form, we could show 
family films during the summer with 
a BBQ or just popcorn.  Admission 
would be by donation.  Go to 
cvli.com to see the list of movies 
available.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHTS!!

  Please let Jeremy Buis or 
Tracy Yang know what days 

and times you would like movie 
nights.

Prayer Chain

If you would like to be put on 
the email or phone list to be 

informed of Prayer Chain 
requests for prayers please 
let Sue Fredericksen know 

(530) 854-3599.
 You may also send an email 
to oroumcprayer@gmail.com

new additional prayer line
https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1stumcoro/
(Facebook group is a closed group so 

only members see postings)

mailto:umc@1stunitedmethodist.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1stumcoro/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1stumcoro/
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With new people attending our church 
name tags are the best way to help 

everyone remember names.  If you’re 
in need of a new name tag or need 

yours replaced see Jeremy Buis (guy 
in the sound booth).
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Oroville First United Methodist Church 
Prayer Chain Team

Sue Fredericksen
(530) 854-3599

 You may also send an email to
 oroumcprayer@gmail.com

Helen Beall
(530) 589-3149

Ellen Felice
(530) 533-8879

Susan Sharon
(530) 353-5839

**Please contact Sue Fredericksen if you would like your 
prayer request to go to the prayer chain. 

You may also send an email to oroumcprayer@gmail.com**

mailto:oroumcprayer@gmail.com
mailto:oroumcprayer@gmail.com
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Pastor Tom Cota

Pastor Tom Cota

Pastor Tom Cota
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Pastor Tom Cota

Pastor Tom Cota

Pastor Tom Cota
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Pastor Tom Cota

Pastor Tom Cota
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Welcome to
 First United Methodist Church of Oroville

Celebrating Over 150 Years Serving 
the Oroville Community

45 Acacia Ave, Oroville, CA     530-534-9455       http://www.1stunitedmethodist.org
orovilleumc45@gmail.com oroumc45events@gmail.com

Our mission is to know Christ and make Christ known: to nurture our relationship with God 
and our commitment to Jesus Christ, to invite others into the community of faith, to equip, 

send and support Christians for daily witness and service.

Sunday Service Schedule

Adults & Children’s Sunday School.………………………………………8:45 a.m.
Chancel Choir Practice(Sept - May)….……………………………………9:45 a.m.
Hmong Adult’s  Sunday School  …………………………………………10:10 a.m.
Hmong Youth Sunday School. …………………………………………...10:10 a.m.
Combined English/Hmong Service………………………..…..………….10:30 a.m.
Communion Service is the 2nd Sunday (All are welcome)…..…..…..……10:30 a.m.
English Service…………………………………………………………….10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour & Fellowship………………………………………….Following Service
Trustees Meeting 4th Sunday of the month …………………….Following Service

 Wednesday Schedule

Finance Meeting (Second Wednesday )……………………………………5:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday Schedule

Bible Study & Breakfast…………………………………………………….7:30 a.m.

Friday Schedule

Sonwalkers Youth Group Meeting…………………………………………6:00 p.m.
Young Adults……………………………………………………………….6:00 p.m.
Hmong Women’s Choir……………………………………………………6:00 p.m.


